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has been a fearless, innovative, and nationally
respected media voice in Chicago for 50 years.
In print biweekly and daily online, we are
tastemakers, incisive critics, and agenda-setters.
Our readers look to us for what’s new, what’s
now, what’s next, and depend on us to hold
local government accountable — not take sides.
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ABOUT US

The Chicago Reader 

Newly independent with new leadership, our
new business structure is 501(c)3, which means
we are mission-driven, not profit-driven. We are 
 community-supported and we could not be more
proud of our equitable approach to community
coverage, staffing, and vendor supply. We’ve got
fresh talent and fresh energy, and we’re thrilled
to continue to deliver our unflagging, unfiltered
take on Chicago.

We are the Reader. We are Chicago.
And we speak Chicago.
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ADVANTAGE

Why Advertise with the Reader? 

Unique
Audience. Wide Reach. Targeted

Marketing. No Paywall.

Our audience is
different. They’re
loyal — not just to our
brand, but our brand
partners. They’re
reading us for our
content AND our ads.

Print. Digital.
Sponsored content.
Podcasts. Special
projects. Events. The
Reader reaches
Chicagoans 24-7 on the
ground and online. 

Dedicated emails.
Sponsored Posts.
Giveaways. Reach
who you want,
when you want.

Free on the street.
Free on the screen.

Free for all.
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OUR PRODUCTS

Print is just the beginning.
Podcasts. Audio and video projects. Special events.
Across all platforms, our award-winning content 
is independent, immersive, and entertaining.
And most important, we are trusted.

Total Monthly Reach: 1.5M people
BiWeekly Print: 60,000 copies
1,150+ Distribution Locations
Email uniques: 51,000

Website monthly users: 817,220
Twitter: 287,429
Facebook: 94,969 followers
                         88,517 Page Likes
Instagram: 70,295



Not just to our brand — to our advertisers, too. It’s because we helped them find their first job, or meet their partner, or find
their community. 42% of our readers identify as women. 45% of readers are 18 to 34 years-old; 26% are 35 to 44 years-old;
19% are 45 to 54 years-old; 9% are 55 and older.  
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AUDIENCE

The Reader reader is loyal.

2.2

They’re fans of our work. They pick us up bi-weekly.

They know our music writers’ names. They plan

their nights & weekends based on our listings.

More then 65% own their home, 

 or are planning to buy

 in the next 2 years

THEY'RE  EDUCATED

THEY TRAVEL. THEY SPAN RACIAL DIVIDES. THEY'RE EATERS AND DRINKERS.

1.5

1.8

X

X

X

more likely to dine out

more likely to drink beer

more likely to drink wine

THEY'RE LOYAL.

1.9 

Nearly 48% earn more than $75K

and 12% earn more than $150K

42.2% 33%

18.3% 5.6%

THEY'RE CANNA-FRIENDLY.

1.9 x
THEY'RE  HOMEOWNERS.

THEy're active within the 
LGBTQ Community.

23%

75% have some college, a college degree or an

advanced degree

 

40%

more likely to have flown in the past year

identify as LGBTQ

More likely to have used or bought 
cannabis in the past year

 

The percentage of those Chicago cannabis
 users we reach each month

AND THEY'VE GOT MONEY TO BURN.

BLACK ASIAN

CAUCASIAN LATINX

X



  

Full 9.75” x 9.875”

3/4 7.2708” x 9.875”

1/2 V: 4.7917” x 9.875”

 H: 9.75” x 4.8542”

1/3 V: 4.7917” x 6.5278”

 H: 9.75” x 3.1806”

1/4 Strip: 2.3125” x 9.875”

 V: 4.7917” x 4.8542”

 H: 9.75” x 2.3438”

  

1/6 V: 2.3125” x 6.5278”

 H: 4.7917” x 3.1806”

1/8 V: 2.3125” x 4.8542”

 H: 4.7917” x 2.3438”

1/12 V: 2.3125” x 3.1806”

 H: 4.7917” x 1.5069”

Print copies are distributed to 1,150+  physical locations every other Thursday — from libraries to liquor stores,
hotels to coffee shops. Ask your sales rep about our frequent special issues.
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PRINT AD OPPORTUNITIES

Get Their Attention. On Any Page.

NOTE: These rates are for color local advertising. The final deadline for booking a
print ad is Thursday at noon before the print issue the following Thursday. The
final deadline for submitting print ad artwork is Friday at 5pm before the print
issue the following Thursday. If ad space is booked but no creative is submitted,
clients will still be charged for the space.

Page Dimensions Page Dimensions

Inquire in 4-Color Rates, Inserts, Stickers, Center Spread, Front Cover
 



   

Desktop Super Leaderboard 970 x 90 pixels

 Inline Banner 728 x 90 pixels

 Half Page 300 x 600 pixels

 Leaderboard 728 x 90 pixels

 Cube 300 x 250 pixels

Mobile Leaderboard 320 x 50 pixels

 Cube 300 x 250 pixels

   

 Leaderboard 600 x 150 pixels

 Banner 600 x 150 pixels

Special Eblasts Daily Reader 600px x 600px (min. height)

 Early Warning 600px x 600px (min. height)

 Entire Email List 600px x 600px (min. height)
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DIGITAL OPPORTUNITIES

Be in their pocket.

Website Size Email Newsletter Size

Take over their screen, pop up in their inbox, and more. Our digital assets reach
millions of people every month — and there’s never a paywall.

Email Marketing

Social Media

Dedicated emails, to get your message to the top of their inbox.

Reach our audience on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram. Limited inventory and
content restrictions apply. Social media is priced to spec and only available as an
addition to an existing advertising campaign.
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BRANDED CONTENT

Let our storytellers tell yours.

22xWhat is it?
Branded content is a sales
initiative that engages
users with content that a
client pays for, supplies,
and/or participates in; an
opportunity to tell your
story.

Branded content is 22x
more engaging than
display ads.
Pressboard Media - 2019

90%
90% of people like custom
content as a way for brands to
engage with them.
Financial Times Survey - 2019

Content will be marked
SPONSORED ADVERTISEMENT.
The Chicago Reader has the right
to refuse any content, as well as a
right to review and approve any
language. No false or
unsubstantiated medical or legal
claims are allowed.

Sponsored
Content

SEO Content
 

Branded 
Content
Content created by the client

(content created by client, assets
dictated by client)

Content created independently of a
revenue partner

(content created by editorial team,
assets dictated by editorial team)

Long (over 1,000 words), nonlocal
content created by the client for SEO
purposes
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Distribution
60,000

Chicago READER has the largest weekly distribution
of any alternative paper in Chicago. 

The Reader is distributed to 1,150 locations every other Thursday.

ZONE 9 | 3,125
60130 • 60160 • 60301 • 60302
60304 • 60305 • 60402 • 60608
60612 • 60623 • 60624 • 60644
60804

ZONE 10 | 3,130
60605 • 60607 • 60803

ZONE 11 | 4,335
60617 • 60619 • 60620 • 60621
60628 • 60632 • 60636 • 60637
60638 • 60643 • 60649 • 60652
60655

ZONE 12 | 2,920
60609 • 60615 • 60616 • 60653

ZONE 13 | 2,456
60601 • 60611

ZONE 14 | 2,820
60602 • 60603 • 60604 • 60606
60666

ZONE 15 | 3,413
60155 • 60610 • 60654 • 60661

ZONE 1 | 2,575
60077 • 60201 • 60202 • 60208
60626 • 60645

ZONE 2 | 4,890
60546 • 60630 • 60631 • 60634
60641 • 60646 • 60656 • 60659
60660 • 60706

ZONE 3 | 5,400
60613 • 60640

ZONE 4 | 4,295
60618 • 60625

ZONE 5 | 3,005
60657

ZONE 6 | 2,334
60614

ZONE 7 | 3,858
60622 • 60642

ZONE 8 | 3,468
60639 • 60647 • 60651 • 60706

Distribution totals as of DECEMBER 2019. Some zip codes
not represented in above numbers if in outlying distribution,
and there are some paid subscribers outside this zone. In
addition, the full PDF of the paper is available for download
from the Reader website each issue 
 (www.chicagoreader.com/MAP).

Weekly Distribution


